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The right to vote belongs to every Swiss citizen who
is twenty years of age and who is not deprived of his
political rights by the law of the canton in which he
is settled. There is no federal law which determines
when electors ought to be deprived of the franchise.
The absence of such a law is due to the referendum
itself. Two attempts have been made since 1874 to
codify the electoral legislation of the cantons. The
first was the law of the 24th of December 1874, which
was rejected by the people on the 2$rd of May 1875
by a majority of 4680 votes; the second, a law of
the 28th of March 1877, was rejected on the 2ist
of October following by a majority of 81,673 votes.
The result of the two appeals to the people is that
very different regulations prevail in the different can-
tons as to the causes which suffice to deprive a man
of his political rights. For instance, in the German
cantons paupers and insolvents cannot be electors,
and a debtor is made bankrupt for the smallest sum.
In the Romance cantons, on the other hand, paupers
have the franchise, and only persons who are declared
to be fraudulent bankrupts are deprived of their
political rights.

Before the vote takes place each elector receives
a voting paper, on which the following question is
printed, and which he is expected to answer: " Do
you accept the law (or order) of the......(date) con-
cerning (the title of the law or resolution), Yes or
No ?" The elector writes his answer, Yes or No, in
the blank space to the right of the question. He has^
to accept or reject the law in its entirety. He has to
pronounce on all the articles and contents of a law
at oncOj and cannot separate or amend them. The